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Dear Families, 
NAPLAN this week 
As all of the Year 3 & Year 5 parents would be aware, this week and next 
week is NAPLAN across the Country. It is a time when all of the students 
in Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 sit standardised tests for Reading, Writing, Numeracy, 
Spelling and Grammar. NAPLAN is a wonderful tool for schools as we can 
look at the data and get an idea about general areas of success and    
areas of future focus for our school. Many students love the thrill of 
NAPLAN, and many students struggle with the stress and anxiety it can 
bring. I have seen really strong students have poor NAPLAN results and I 
have seen students who struggle academically achieve really positive  
results. I guess what I am trying to say is that NAPLAN GENERALLY 
gives a good impression of how a child is achieving, but that it can be   
inaccurate based on many factors. NAPLAN is a better indicator of how a 
school is going when compared to other similar schools as opposed to 
being an accurate reflection of a child. As always, if ever you have any 
questions about your child’s learning, just message or call your child’s 
teacher. They are always more than happy to have a discussion with you 
about your child. 
 
St John’s Gala Soccer Day - Well done to St Mary’s!!! 
Yesterday, St John’s Regional College hosted a Gala Soccer Day for all of 
their local feeder schools. This is one of the highlights of the St Mary’s 
Calendar and the children loved every minute of it! One of our Teams won 
the Minor Premiership in…you guessed it…a PENALTY SHOOT OUT! 
With some amazing  Goalie work by Enrique and some sharp shooting 

from the team…the victory was locked in! Well done Year 5/6 
students on representing your school so beautifully!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUST A REMINDER - GATES OPEN AT 8:30am - No Supervision before then… 
As you would be aware, the school gates do not open until 8:30am and there is no one on duty before this 
time. I have noticed there are families dropping children off at the locked gates pretty early and the children 
are waiting on the pavement until the gates open. We can’t open our gates earlier as the staff need this time 
to prepare for the day’s work ahead. We have Before/After School Care and there are rebates for families, 
meaning that it doesn’t cost you very much at all! Shereen has a page in the Newsletter with more              
information, so take a look. She does an AMAZING job!!! 
 
Have a wonderful week, Terry 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 
Mr Gardiner: Mrs Stapleton…do you know what I’d say to the person who invented the number zero? 
Mrs Stapleton: Um...no, what would you say to the person who invented the number zero? 
Mr Gardiner: I’d say, “Thanks for NOTHING!!!” Get it? Because Zero is worth nothing…it just holds 
the place value? Thats a maths joke!!! 
Mrs Stapleton: Oh…Mr Gardiner…that joke was worth exactly nothing!!! That was a stinker!!! 
Mr Gardiner: Ha ha…love it…thanks for nothing… 

Playgroup runs every    
Monday and Thursday 

morning from                   
9am - 10.40am 

 

May 
Mon 9th 
NAPLAN Week 
Tues 10th 3.30 - 4.15pm 
FREE Basketball  
Thurs 12th  - 8.30 to 10am 
Uniform Shop open 
Thurs 12th @3.30pm 
Confirmation Family Info Session 
Thurs 12th @ 3.30pm 
St John’s Assisted Enrolment 
Session @ St Mary’s 
Fri 13th 
Year 3/4 Scienceworks Excursion 













Youth leadership Victoria operates an excellent Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) program.  

Before School Care is conducted each school day between 6.30am and 8.45am with Breakfast 

provided for children, who arrive before 8.00am. After School Care is between 3.20pm and 

6.20pm with afternoon Tea provided. Vacation care is between 7.00am and 6pm. 

We endeavour to provide the highest quality childcare in a safe, enjoyable, stimulating, happy 

and caring environment. The program includes a wide variety of activities that we thoroughly 

prepared and implemented to meet our children’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical 

needs.  

At St Mary’s OSHC your children are our number one priority! That’s why we work hard to   

ensure both you and your children have a fantastic experience with us. Our experienced Staff 

and engaging, entertaining and educational programs ensure your children will have fun while 

they learn and develop in a safe, all-inclusive environment. 

 

St Mary’s is OSHC service is approved to provide education and care to 37 children. All        

children must be enrolled and registered to attend our program.  

OSHC Contacts 

Shereen Thurairatnam 

Ph 0422 803 717 

Web http:/www. Ylv.com.au 

Email : accounts@ylv.com.au 

Youth Leadership Victoria 
[Outside School Hours Care & Vacation Care] 

mailto:accounts@ylv.com.au


FAMILIES AS PARTNERS IN LEARNING 

 
Are you interested in helping in the classroom?  
 

Please come along to an information session so you can 
assist.  
 

If you would like to help you need to attend this!!! 
 

If you can’t make the session please let us know in person or 
email  
 
 
 

Yvette ysilva@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au  

 
 
 

 
Rena rwalsh@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au   

 
 
 
DATE: Thursday May 26th 3:30pm 

mailto:ysilva@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au
mailto:rwalsh@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au


Do you want to learn how to play 
basketball?   

 

Learn with a basketball coach from the  
Dandenong Basketball Association. 

 

FREE for ALL students on    
Tuesdays during Term 2 for 6 weeks. 

 

Starts: Tuesday Week 2 (May 3rd - June 7th)  

Where: Basketball courts 

Time: 3.30 - 4.15pm 

 



Friday May 20th is National Walk Safely to School Day  

We hope to see many of you walking to school in the morning or 
home in the afternoon.   

Come and see Mrs Walsh to get your special prize if you walk on 
this day! 



May 

11th  Cosimo 

12th  Angel 

 

School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Pastoral Associate:  Father Aurelio Fragapane 

Fees 

Fees statements for 2022 have 

gone home.  If you had a direct 

debit last year and paid your fees 

in full, you will need to complete a 

new direct debit form this year. 

Enrolments 2023 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may eligible 

to enrol at St Mary’s school for 

Prep next year.  Please come to 

the office for an enrolment form.  

We are also taking enrolments for 

other year levels. 


