
 

Dear Families, 
 
And like that, the end of the school year is upon 
us!!! What a year it has been, we’ve had some new 
staff come on board, we’ve had our four yearly 
School Review, we’ve had some really amazing 
results across all year levels, and we’ve celebrated 
the 50th Anniversary of Priesthood and farewelled 
Fr Brendan (although he is still around)!  As       
happens every year, there have been ups and 
downs, but we have reached the end together, and 
we now head into the holidays at the end of this 
week ready for a rest and, hopefully, some family 
time as we celebrate the birth of Christ. On behalf 
of the staff, we wish you all a very Merry Christmas.  
May it be holy and may you celebrate the life of 
Christ, the true gift of Christmas. We look forward to 
seeing you all next year. 
 
Year 6 reports go home on Wednesday with       
Graduation on Wednesday evening and their Fun 
Day on Thursday, their last day of school! All other reports (Prep to 5) go home 
on Thursday, with school finishing at 1:30pm on Friday. We have a whole school 
Mass on Friday morning at 9:15am if you would like to come and celebrate with 
us and Fr Sebastian. 
 
End of an Era!!! 
This year sees us farewell the Babiak family who 
we believe has the longest continuous streak at   
St Marys of…19 YEARS!!! John and Kathy       
enrolled Matthew first, who was followed by Lisa. 
Both Erik and Lachlan were at the school when I 
first arrived in 2012 and young Ethan used to run 
around with his mum as she volunteered as part 
of the Parents & Friends Association. Well…
Ethan finishes grade 6 this year, which means we farewell the Babiak family 
from the school. 19 years is an incredible run of consecutive years and we will 
miss seeing the Babiak family at school. We wish you all the best for your future! 
 
Carols Night - What a success!!! 
This year, we held the Carols on The Haven and it was lovely! It was wonderful 
to see the sea of Red and Green as we all gathered to sing carols together.  
Thanks to all of the families who joined in, the teachers who organised and  
practised, and of course the children who sang so beautifully!!! We hope it was a 
good night for you too…keep an eye out on Dojo for a 3 minute survey to give us 
    some feedback. 

December 
Wed 13th @6.00pm 

Y6 Graduation Mass  

Thurs 14th  

Y6 Fun Day and their last 

day of school 

Fri 15th @9.15am 

End of year mass 

Fri 15th @1.30pm 

Students finish  

2024 January 
Mon 29th @8.15 - 9.30am 

Uniform Shop open 

Tues 30th @8.40am 

Term 1 begins!!! 



 
Have a wonderful holiday break and a happy, Holy Christmas. 
Terry 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 

Mr Gardiner: Mrs Claus, do you know why Santa is good at 
karate? 

Mrs Claus: Ummmmm…No, I have no idea why Santa is good at karate? 

Mr Gardiner: Well, it is because he has a black belt…get it? He has a 
BLACK BELT, like in karate?  
Mrs Claus: Thank goodness this year is over!!! No mor terrible jokes from 
Mr Gardiner  
Mr Gardiner: Ba ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha!!! Have a great holiday 
everyone… 





















School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant  

   

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm   Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au   

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Fees 

Please finalise all accounts 

as soon as possible.   

If you are having difficulties 

please come in and see us. 

Enrolments 2024 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2024, they may be   

eligible to enroll at St Mary’s 

school for Prep next year.  

Please come to the office for an 

enrolment form. 

December 

13th Lavenia 

13th  Harjasreet 

13th  Lucas 

15th  Sara 

16th  Tina 

18th  Reyan 

18th  Abby 

19th  Praneeth 

20th  Aarav 

31st Akwak 

January 

1st  Jhanvi 

1st  Akshayan 

3rd  Aaron 

7th  Majok 

8th  Lateisha 

9th  Japneet 

10th  Nyayeah 

10th  Rakshan 

13th  Kiden 

13th  Oneli 

15th  Ayan 

20th  Ella-May 

26th  Vasilisa 

26th  Novell 

28th  Nyamuch 


