
Term 3, Issue 24                   Tuesday 16th August 2022 

 

Dear Families, 
It’s hard to believe it, but we are over half way through the term! How  
quickly time flies…so much going on at school at the moment. We can’t wait 
for Book Week next week - who will you dress up as? 
 
First Holy Communion - Just so beautiful!!! 
As a Catholic Primary School, there are some things that are so incredibly 
special to our school, and Sunday’s First Holy Communion was one of 
them. Our children joined with the Parish children to receive the Body of 
Christ for the first time as they made the next step in journey as people of 
faith. It was very clearly a special time for our families as well as the  
children were all impeccably dressed, which as Father Brendan said, is a 
sign of how important it is as a celebration. The children read beautifully 
and were so incredibly reverant as they received their First Communion. 
The wonderful Greg White has taken some photos which we will share with 
our families, but it was just so lovely to share in this important step in the 
faith journey of our children as a community. As teachers, we are so      
privileged to be part of this. Thanks you so much to the families for including 
us in this special event, to the teachers who have done such a phenomenal 
job preparing the children for this very important sacrament, and to Jennifer  
D’souza, our Religious Education Leader, who lead and organised the  
celebration. 
 

 
 
 

Remember, if your children are showing signs of COVID, RAT test them before you send them to school and 
if they are unwell, keep them home. Thanks for helping us to keep the community safe.  
 
Have a wonderful week, 
Terry 
 
 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 
Mr Gardiner: Mr Gardiner, did you hear about the woodcutter who fell out of a tree?  
Mr Gardiner: Um...no, I didn’t! What happened to him? 

Mr Gardiner: He got himself into a STICKY situation…get it? STICKY? Because he was up a tree? 

Mr Gardiner: Oh Mr Gardiner, that is TERRIBLE! You need to start BRANCHING out with your humour!!! 

Mr Gardiner: Ha ha!!! I get it…BRANCHING out…trees!!! Too FUNNY!!! 
Mr Gardiner: Um…did you tell me that joke because I’m a Gardiner? 

Mr Gardiner: Ha ha, yes I did!!!! You got me again… 

Mr Gardiner: I think you need to stop talking to yourself too… 

August 
Wed 17 @ 2.15pm 
Step into Prep 
Thurs 18th @ 8.30am - 10am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 19th @ 2.45pm 
Assembly.  All Welcome! 
Mon 22nd 
Book Week Parade 
Wed 24th @ 2.15pm 
Step into Prep 
Mon 29th 
Y3/4 Excursion to Royal       
Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 
Wed 31st 
District Athletics 

September 
Thurs 1st @ 7.45am 
Father’s Day Breakfast 



Book Week begins next week and some of the senior students have read some of 
the shortlisted books and reviewed them. You will be able to find these titles in 

our library for borrowing.  

Remember our Book Week Dress up day is next Monday 22nd of August. 

 
 

RABBIT, SOLDIER, ANGEL, THIEF 

 BOOK REVIEW 

BY SCARLETTE  

The book ‘Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief’ is a magical book that always keeps me questioning 
about what is going to happen next. The 6 year old boy Sasha lost his family in the war        
between Germany and Russia. He was to be the youngest soldier and angel. He runs like a   
rabbit and he is as swift as a thief. 

 
My favorite part in the book would probably be when Sasha would always sing his songs and 
cut the fellow soldiers' hair very badly. The book made me laugh, made me feel sorrow and 
made me loathe some of the characters. The only thing I didn’t enjoy about the book is how 
it ended so quickly. 

 
I would recommend this book to people who are fans of drama and people who are interested 
in war. I would also suggest that this book would be read by children. The good thing about 
it, is even though it’s about sadness and war, the book is family friendly and always has a 
spark to make everything happy again. I enjoyed this book so much, I even read it twice! 

RATING:  

The Detective’s Guide To Ocean Travel!! 

Book Review By Kimaya. 

This wonderful book introduces us to 14 year old,  Pepper Stark, who is an interesting and curi-
ous main character. She is a keen teenager. Her father, a widow, has become very distant since 
then. Pepper longs to go on Captain’s (her father’s) ship, Aquitania. Pepper's mother sadly died 
on this ship yet her father still loves The Aquitania. 
 
I especially liked how they gave us a perspective that lets us be as a bystander yet only giving 
the information that Pepper, herself knew. This lets us do a bit of detective work as well. The 
intrigue, sorrow or sense of mystery are just a few feelings that you feel when reading this spec-
tacular book. I enjoyed reading this book a lot. 
 
The only thing I would say that wasn’t so positive is that the book left on a cliffhanger and I am 
not even sure if there is a follow-up coming. It leaves us in suspense which creates so much in-
terest, that I would really like a follow-up book.  
 
This book is great for people who like being detectives, hence the title, and it is great for mys-
tery fans. Like I said before it has plenty of mystery in the plot. Not to be ironic but a term that 
can be applied while reading this book is, “ And the plot thickens.” This can probably be read 
by 7-13 year olds.  





With sports this term, our classes have been all out preparing for Athletics day coming up.  

We have been pushing our sprints and throwing our heaviest shot puts.  

With our younger groups we have been developing their fundamental skills so that they can     
perform to the best of their ability.  

We are all looking forward to seeing how everyone will go!  

From the Sports Desk 





School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Pastoral Associate:  Father Aurelio Fragapane 

Fees 

It’s not too late to sign up 

for a Direct Debit.   

 

Enrolments 2023 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may       

eligible to enrol at St Mary’s 

school for Prep next year.  

Please come to the office for an 

enrolment form.  We are also 

taking enrolments for other year 

levels. 

August 

17th  Ishan 

18th  Sifvan 

19th  Shana 

19th  Fay 

19th  Joshua 

Second Hand Uniforms 
Would you like to make a donation? 

Would you like to see what is there? 

Just ask at the Office. We have a lot of stock in the smaller 

sizes and not much in size 12 or over.  Everything is $5 

Mondays & Thursdays 

9am - 10.40am 

Tell your friends! 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarydandenong
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/486153675/st_marys_ps_dandenong

