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Dear Families, 
 
Thanks to all of you for your 
prayers and support of Fr Brendan 
as he recovers from his illness. I 
went and visited him on Thursday 
last week in the hospital and he 
was up and about which was 
fantastic to see. You know Fr 
Brendan is in good spirits when he is being cheeky, and I must say, he 
keeps the nurses who are looking after him on their toes! They never seem 
to know whether or not he is having a joke with them. He was saying Mass 
in the Chapel at the Hospital on Thursday, so I stayed and took part in the 
celebration. As always, Fr did a miraculous job, only made the more 
amazing by the fact that he had been so ill only two weeks before hand! 
 
And Speaking about the end of Term, what a term we have had! It was a 10 
week term which is a pretty big one after the few years of lockdowns we 
have had. We have all had our own challenges over the course of the last 
few years, but being back at school has been fantastic! At the end of the 
Term, we usually showcase the students learning and it has been truly 
wonderful to see what the students have done. There has been some 
wonderful habitats built in the Year 1/2 area, some extraordinary 

environmental developments in the Year 3/4 area, and some fascinating ideas for improvements in the Year 
5/6 area (an edible pen Scarlette??? Amazing!!!). I would really like to take this opportunity to thank each and 
every one of our staff members. There has been so much that we have achieved over the last 10 weeks and 
life hasn’t always been kind to us, but the team at St Mary’s persist and push on because they are such 
amazingly hard workers who have the children in our community at the forefront of their minds. They are 
amazing and we are so lucky to have them… 
 
 
 

Holidays 
Make sure you all have a wonderful holiday and try to get as much rest as you can. We are all pretty tired at 
the moment and we want to come back to school in Term Four with all of our might so that we can all learn 
together to be the best people we can be. There’s nothing quite like working together as a team and when we 
work together, we can achieve anything! I look forward to seeing what we all achieve in Term 4! 
 
Have a wonderful week, 
Terry 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 

Mr Gardiner: Hey Mrs Silva, do you know why elevator jokes are so good? 

Mrs Silva: Um…no…I don’t know why elevator jokes are so good? 

Mr Gardiner: It’s because they work on so many levels…get it? Get it??? 
Elevators??? Working on different levels??? 

Mrs Silva: Oh…that is sooooooooooooooooo bad!!!  
Mr Gardiner: Really? That one gave me…a lift!!! 
Mrs  Silva: Noooooooooooooooooooooooooooo!!!! 
 

September 
Wed 14th @ 12 - 4.00pm 
5/6 Excursion to Arts Centre 
Thurs 15th @ 1.30pm 
School finishes for Term 3 
Fri 16th 
Staff Professional Learning 
Day 
 
 

REMINDER: TERM THREE FINISHES THIS 
THURSDAY AT 1:30PM!!! 



3/4 Community 

Eco-Friendly Houses! 
 

 In inquiry we have been creating 

eco-friendly house designs. First 

we researched eco-friendly 

solutions to put in our house. 

Then drew our design. Then we 

made a model using boxes and 

other materials. 

 

 

Chelsea, Nyakuoth, 

Dante 

Our house has solar 

panels, a water-saving 

toilet, and a water tank. 

It's important to save 

water because using too 

much water hurts the 

animals who live there. 

We also have a reflective 

paint roof so that in 

summer our house stays 

cool without an air 

conditioner. 

 

We made eco-friendly houses to 

save the environment because it’s 

not only the animals, we also need 

air and the environment to live. 

 

 

 

 

Chloe, Nicholas, 

Merliah 

Our house has a gate made 

out of wood which when it 

gets knocked down can go 

back into the earth. Solar 

panels to save electricity. A 

bush oven which doesn’t 

use gas which we 

researched from Aborignal 

culture. A water saving 

toilet and a tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drake, Alexander,  

 

 

 

Luka, Justin 

Our house has solar panels 

to get sunlight and use it for 

electricity. It has compost to 

throw away all the food 

scraps and make it into 

good soil. It has a veggie 

garden. 

 









FAMILY 
MORNING 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

at the NGV 
Families of schools in the 

Your NGV Arts Access program 

are invited to an exclusive 

before-hours visit to the National 

Gallery of Victoria. Come and 

enjoy the latest NGV Kids exhibition, 

then stay to explore the rest of the 

Gallery and discover more art together. 

WED 21 SEP 2022 9–

10AM, FREE 

Bookings essential, see 

ngv.melbourne/learn/your-ngv-hub 
 
 
 
 

 

GETTING THERE 

NGV International 

180 St Kilda Road 

Melbourne 

CLOAKROOM 

NGV is fully pram 

accessible, and you 

are welcome to take 

your pram into Gallery 

spaces. Any large 

bags will need to 

be cloaked. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The NGV gratefully acknowledges the Packer Family and Crown Resorts Foundations 

for their support of the Your NGV Arts Access Program. 

TRAM ROUTES 

70, 75 AND CITY CIRCLE 

YARRA RIVER 

SOUTHBANK BOULEVARD 

 
 
 
 

HAMER HALL 

 

ARTS CENTRE 

MELBOURNE 

 

 
 

NGV INTERNATIONAL 

ALEXANDRA 

GARDENS 

TRAM ROUTES 

1, 3, 5, 6, 16, 

64, 67, 72 

FEDERATION 

SQUARE 

 
FLINDERS 

STREET STATION 

FLINDERS STREET 
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School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Pastoral Associate:  Father Aurelio Fragapane 

Fees 

It’s not too late to sign up 

for a Direct Debit.   

 

Enrolments 2023 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may       

eligible to enrol at St Mary’s 

school for Prep next year.  

Please come to the office for an 

enrolment form.  We are also 

taking enrolments for other year 

levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Social Media for more photos and stories.  

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarydandenong
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/486153675/st_marys_ps_dandenong

