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Dear Families, 
It is just so lovely to have the warmer weather back with us…Flag Raising 
yesterday was magnificent, to stand out in the bright light with the heat from 
the sun on our backs…it was simply beautiful. There is nothing quite like the 
magnificence of the warmth of the sun on your back to make you feel like 
things are just simply better! What a way to start the week! 
 
The building has come quite a way of late, with all external painting and     
rendering almost complete. The plastering inside is almost done as well, 
which means we are heading towards the fit off.  
 

Fr Brendan has returned 
Fr Brendan is well on the way to recovery, working at a lesser capacity than 
he was, to ease his way back into the rigors that come with Parish life. It was 
great to see him back in amongst the students again. He is an incredible man, 
a wonderful mentor and a fantastic role model. Great to have you back Fr 
Brendan, you were very much missed! 
 
Teddy Bear Evening Challenge - Wednesday 26th @ 5 - 6pm 
All Dad’s and Father figures are welcome to join us for an evening of fun 
down on the oval. We’ll be making a chair for a teddy bear so bring your     
imagination along with some snacks and drinks for the family!  See page 3! 
 

MACS Vision - Its here at last!!! 
Last Thursday, I went to the Principal Forum for all Catholic School Principals, 
which was held at the Catholic Leadership Centre in Melbourne. The Director 
of Catholic Education, Jim Miles, gave what he called a soft launch to the new 
vision for MACS (Melbourne Archdiocese of Catholic Schools) which is some-
thing that I have been very    eagerly awaiting. There is a booklet which was 
distributed outlining the Vision for MACS 2030: Forming Lives to Enrich the 

World. The new Vision for MACS (and therefore all Catholic Primary and Secondary Schools) is to form lives 
of faith, hope and love in the light of Jesus Christ and to have every student inspired and enabled to flourish 
and    enrich the world. It is wonderful to finally have the new Vision available to us! 
 
To find the new information about the Vision, go to this address: https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/About-Us.aspx  

Exciting News - a Baby on the way!!! 
I am very excited to announce to you all that Jordyn Gray from our Year 5/6 Team is going to have a baby! 
Jordyn and her partner Trent are very excited about the future as they prepare to welcome their little bundle 
of joy to their family. Jordyn’s final day will be the Friday of Week 9, the 2nd of December. We wish her and 
Trent all the best as they begin this new adventurous part of their life! Lets hope they both get lots of sleep 
beforehand! So exciting… 
 
Have a wonderful week, Terry 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 

Mr Gardiner: Ms Gray, you’re going to have a baby, which is very      
exciting! Do you know how astronauts get a baby to sleep? 

Ms Gray: Um...no, how does an astronaut get a baby to sleep? 

Mr Gardiner: They rock-et…get it? Rock it? Rock-et? Rocket?  
Ms Gray: Oh, that is awful! As soon as Trent becomes a dad, does that 
mean he’ll automatically start telling Dad jokes as bad as these? 

Mr Gardiner: Ha ha!!! Only if you’re REALLY lucky!  

October 
Wed 19th 
Regional Athletics 
Thurs 20th @ 8.30 - 10am 
Uniform shop open 
Fri 21st @ 2.45pm 
Assembly 
Tues 25th @ 9.15am 
Y1/2 Class Mass 
Tues 25th 
Y4/5 Interfaith Excursion 
Wed 26th  
Prep Visit Dandenong Kinder 
Wed 26th @ 5pm - 6pm 
Father’s Day Celebration 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
Thurs 27th 
Day for Daniel 
Students to wear red 
Thurs 27th @ 8.30 - 10am 
Uniform shop open 
Fri 28th 
Gala Day 3 

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/About-Us.aspx


St John’s Music Incursion in the 5/6 Community 
 

On Monday, the 5/6 Students participated in an Incursion run by the 

Year 7 Music Students and the Choir from St John’s. It was a great 

insight into the amazing Music Program that St John’s run.  

Here are some photos and reflections from the students.  

 

St John's came to the 5/6 community on Monday and they visited us because 
most of the 5/6’s are going to St Johns. One of the activities which they have is 
choir. I learnt that you don't need instruments to make music, all you need is your 
body and rhythm. - Gloria  

 

Yesterday the 5/6 students participated in the St John’s Music Incursion which 
was so much fun. St John’s came here because they wanted to show the 5/6    
students what they do at High School. It gave us a head start to what the St 
John’s choir looks like. We learnt about rhythm and beat. We even sang songs 
with St John's students and played games with them.   -  Gurleen 
 
I loved how the St John's students were being respectful and how they took 
their time to come and visit us. They came to visit us to show us what amazing 
things they are doing in their school for Music. It was amazing to learn about 
what they are doing and how they sing. Their voices were amazing, it really shows 
how much they really pay attention.  I learnt that in Music you really have to     
focus on the beat and the rhythm  - Shana   
 
I liked how the St John’s students sang to us in a perfect tone and introduced 
some new music games that we have never played before. I loved how the music 
teacher taught us rhythm and beats and how to learn some of their songs so that 
when we go to High School we will already know them.  I liked their songs because 
they were very entertaining and engaging. I think that if they were the ones who 
taught us how to sing we would be singing like angels. - Aliyana 

 



 

Yes, we are coming to the Teddy Bear Evening Challenge 
 

Eldest Child’s Name  ______________________________ 

Class  __________________ 





School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Pastoral Associate:  Father Aurelio Fragapane 

Fees 

If you are not on direct debit, 

your fees were due in full at the 

end of last Term 

Enrolments 2023 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may       

eligible to enrol at St Mary’s 

school for Prep next year.  

Please come to the office for an 

enrolment form.  We are also 

taking enrolments for other year 

levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Social Media for more photos and stories.  
October 

16th  Atheeng 

22nd  Braden 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysprimarydandenong
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/486153675/st_marys_ps_dandenong

