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Dear Families, 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the long weekend together last week. Sadly, the  
weather last week was a bit awful so we couldn’t enjoy being outside a great 
deal, but thankfully this week has picked up a bit! We hope none of you were 
too adversely effected by the unbelievable amount of rain that has fallen over 
the last few weeks. It has had a pretty dramatic impact were I live in Mount 
Dandenong. There has been lots of damage done to the roads where the 
earth has been washed away by the heavy amounts of flowing water. This 
has lead to nothing supporting the bitumen and roads collapsing! There have 
been a number of trees falling over as well because the water has softened 
the earth that holds them in place! I was amazed to see the water rushing 
through Dandenong Creek underneath the overpass at such incredible 
heights! Quite amazing the power that water can have…hopefully that       
constant rain is all behind us now and we can begin to enjoy the spoils of a 
Melbourne Summer as it inches its way closer to us every day. 
 
Strong Results in the Classroom 
As part of some additional funding we were able to secure due to some heavy 
lobbying from our wonderful Learning & Teaching and Literacy Leader, Rena 
Walsh, we have been able to capitalise on Professional Learning for our staff 
at the point of need. This has meant that our staff have had regular sessions 
on site with Literacy Professionals where they have been able to set goals 
and track their progress. This has been part of the high expectations we have 
of our staff to continue the learning for each and every child. We had a      
Professional Learning Meeting last week where we analysed the results from 
our PAT Reading tests and looked at the growth across all levels of the 
school. It is great to be able to focus on so many good news stories across 
the school while still being able to keep an eye on learners who are not    
making expected growth.  

 

Upcoming School Closure Day: Monday the 21st of November 

 
Literacy Focus 
As part of the Professional Learning we have had in the realm of Literacy, we have a School Closure coming 
up on Monday the 21st of November. This is one of our allocated days that we put into planning at the       
beginning of the year and we look forward to seeing how the Professional Learning continues to improve our 
Literacy across all year levels within our school. 
 
Have a wonderful week, 
Terry 
 
 
Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 

Mr Gardiner: Mrs Merchant, I was at the T20 Cricket game at the MCG the other night and it was 
sooooooooooooooooooooo cold? 

Mrs Merchant: Oh really? Why was it so cold? 

Mr Gardiner: Because there were so many fans there…get it fans…of cricket??? At a cricket match? 
And fans also make you cold? There are two 
types of fans…get it??? 

Mrs Merchant: Oh…that is a TERRIBLE 
JOKE… 

Mr Gardiner: Ha ha!!! You need to chill… 

November 
Wed 9th @ 6.30pm - 7.30pm 
Prep 2023 Information   
Evening 
Thurs 10th @ 8.30 - 10am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 11th @ 2.45pm 
Assembly - All welcome! 
Tues 15th  @ 9.15am 
Class Mass - Year 3/4 
Thurs 17th @ 8.30 - 10am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 18th 
Whole school transition 
Fri 18th @ 2.45pm 
Assembly - All welcome! 
Mon 21st  
School Closure Day 
Staff Professional Learning  
Tues 22nd @ 9.15am 
Class Mass - Year 1/2 
Thurs 24th @ 4 - 6pm 
Twilight Sports 



Teddy Bear’s Picnic  

Evening Challenge 





Prep Excursion to  

Dandenong  

Kindergarten. 

   For Inquiry this term, we are designing a  

 new learning space for the Outdoor Learning  
Center.  We are creating this space for the  

kindergarten children when they come to visit at 
Transition time.  We went to Dandenong  

Kindergarten to interview the kindergarten children 
about their favorite play spaces.  

On our Way! 

We looked at all the inside and outside play spaces. 

We asked the children about where they liked to play. 

We drew what we discovered. 
Here are some drawings of our 

ideas 





School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Assistant Priest:  Father Aurelio Fragapane 

Fees 

All  fees are now overdue unless 

you are paying by direct debit.   

 

Enrolments 2023 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may       

eligible to enrol at St Mary’s 

school for Prep next year.  

Please come to the office for an 

enrolment form.  We are also 

taking enrolments for other year 

levels. 

November 

9th  Srishakthi 

9th  Daniella 


