
Term 1 Issue 5      Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

Dear Families, 
 

Last week, we marked the beginning of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday. It was a wonderful Mass to celebrate together 
as a Community. Fr Brendan talked about how Lent is a  
time when we need to TURN BACK TO GOD and he     
mentioned that this is time when we need to do it most, to 
stop the bad things taking over. It just got me thinking...how 
can we turn back to God and do it in a true way? After      
giving this a bit of thought, for me it all boiled back down to 
the little things. Saying daily prayers, being the person we 
know Jesus asks us to be, making those little daily           
sacrifices that we  normally take for granted. For me it   
came back to making the space for God to be in my daily life. 
 

Changes afoot at St Mary’s… 
Last week, we had some new Line Markings put in place on the school       
playground and so far they have been a hit with the students (and I think I have 
seen some teachers sneaking onto the dance squares as well when they think 
no one is looking!). Make sure you take some time to come and have a look 
because it has made such a big difference and really brightened up the        
quadrangle. Looking forward to seeing people using them all of the time!!! 
 

We also had to remove the 
trees from the New Street 
side of the oval.              
Unfortunately, the roots had 
made their way to the 
stormwater drainage      
system and wherever a tree 
can find water, it will grow! 
The roots had become so deeply interwoven that they had blocked the drains 
and caused issues for many of our buildings. The only option was to cut the 
trees down. We will think of something new to build there in the near future! 

PE News - Have a good break Ms Edgar, Welcome back Mr White!!! 
Last year, Kylie Edgar and her husband Anthony decided that life was too short not to enjoy 
all of the AAAAAAWESOME (Kylie’s favourite word) opportunities that are waiting on our 
doorstep, so they have made the decision to take their two children and travel around      
Australia in a caravan for 6 months. We wish them every success and few flat tyres as they 
roam from place to place and we hope that their adventure is a joyous one!  
So for PE in Term 2 & 3 we are very excited and honoured to welcome back Greg White to 
St Mary’s! He is a seasoned expert who knows not only our beautiful families and            
community, but also knows plenty about PE as well. A big thank you to Greg for taking time 
out of retirement to give back to our community. 
 

Reconciliation - Saturday 14th of March 
Our Year 3 students have been preparing as they will be making the Sacrament of First Rec-
onciliation on the 14th of March. Please pray for them as they take this important step in their Faith life. 
 

Hope you have a great week, Terry 
 

Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 
Why did the Principal Chicken lay her eggs on the school roof? 

I Don’t know, why did the Principal Chicken lay her eggs on the school roof?  
Because she had high EGG-spectations of her little chickadees!!! 

March 
Wed 4th  

No Preps at school 

Thurs 5th 8.30 - 10am 

Uniform Shop open 

Fri 6th 2.40pm 

Whole School assembly - 

5/6 Community 

Mon 9th 

Labour Day Holiday 

School Closed 

Tues 10th @ 9.15am 

Class Mass - 2SC & 

Student Baptisms (see back 

page) 

Wed 11th 

Preps at school now 

Wed 11th 

St John’s Soccer Clinic 

Fri 13th 

House Cross Country 

Mon 16th 9 - 11am 

Playgroup with Anna 

Fri 20th 

Harmony Day 

Twilight School 
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First Week of Lent  
Around 2.8 million children in the Philippines do not go to 

school. 

We begin Project Compassion learning about the story of Shirley. Shirley was 

struggling to support her family and keep her children in school. She faced        

regular discrimination and disadvantage, limiting her family’s access to food,     

education, employment and healthcare.   

With Caritas Australia’s support, Shirley trained to become an indigenous health 

worker. She has learnt to supplement her income and is able to feed her family. 

The program has also empowered Shirley to send her children to school. Watch a 

short film about Shirley’s story: education@caritas.org.au  Primary school film  

General film  

 

Let’s Go Further, Together!  Please support the Project Compassion: 

lent.caritas.org.au  

 

Bryan Handasyde 

Religious Education Leader 

 

First Week of Lent  in 3/4 JD 

Lent is a season of fasting and praying and preparing for Jesus’ death and resurrection. It lasts for 

40 days. We the students of 3/4 JD have been learning about the 3 most important things we can do 

during Lent. They are Fasting, Praying and Almsgiving. This is what we are sacrificing/ giving up. 

 
I will give up all my small clothes to the people that need them-Nadeen 

I will sacrifice Minecraft- Kon 
I will give up junk food and drinking coke- Josua 

I will stop buying games- Joseph 
I will do the dishes for my mum- Ghani 

I will sacrifice coke- Martiria 
I will not set up my PS4- Jashan 

I will go to bed 10 minutes early- Celecita 
I will give poor people money- Gurleen 

I will give my toys to the poor people- Jhanvi 
I will give up playing games on my IPad- Lucas 

I will give up all my spare money to charity to change people’s lives- Scarlette 
I will sacrifice eating sweets and bubble tea- Aezzrah 

I will give money to poor people- Dustan 
I will sacrifice eating chocolate- Aryan 

I will give up eating unhealthy food- Elizabeth 
I will sacrifice by not playing with toys and Lego for 40 days- Seliina 

I will give up eating unhealthy stuff- Jermaine 
I will sacrifice eating sweets- Shana 

I will give up drinking juice- Fufu 

mailto:education@caritas.org.au
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House Athletics for Year 3-6 was held 

in the rain last Friday.  Lots of fun was 

had by all those who particiapated!! 
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Fees 

Term 1 fees are due on 13th March unless you are paying by direct debit. 

School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner    Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Sandra Higginbotham, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.15pm     Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au   Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

Parish Contacts  

Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane 

Parish Office:  9791 4611  Pastoral Associate:  Kathy Gottliebsen 

Birthdays 

5th  Lei 

7th  Dora 

 Baptisms  

At Tuesday morning Mass next week 6 children from          

St Mary’s will be baptised. 

Aiden, Aliyana, Josua 

Kasali, Lucas, Tyler 

Please come along to support these     

children and keep them in your prayers   

as they take this important step. 


