
Term 2, Issue 6         Tuesday 2nd May 2023 

 

Dear Families, 

As you may be aware, I was on Long Service Leave for the final three weeks of term 

(give or take a few days at Year 5/6 Camp and some Professional Learning Days). As 

always, not having to get up and get to work is quite lovely, and I did enjoy seeing the 

kids off to school in the morning, but it is also lovely to be back at St Mary’s! There is 

so much going on at school and when you’ve been away and come back, it feels just 

like you slip straight back into the gear of working…there really is no down time in a 

Primary School anymore. It is only when you get a bit of time away that you realise 

just how dynamic they really are. A huge thank you to our leaders Bryan, Rena, Rose, 

Yvette, Jennifer and Jack who stepped up in my absence. It’s great to be able to go 

away and know that the school is in safe hands! 

Mother’s Day Breakfast - 

Book your numbers in!!! 

Next week on Thursday the 

11th of May, we celebrate 

our Mothers and the Special 

People in our lives by     

having our Annual Mother’s Day Breakfast! There are so many significant women in 

our lives and they do so much for us! I always like to think about this day in relation to 

my mum, Pamela, and my wife, Katrina. As mothers, each of them are very different 

but they both have worked so hard to give their children every opportunity to succeed 

in life and are committed to being their best for their children. I hope that on Mother’s 

Day they both get to feel the love and appreciation that they so rightly deserve. I hope you can do the same for 

the special women in your lives! 

As always, we need to know numbers for catering purposes so please complete the form that was sent home.  

If you have any dietary requirements for Mother’s Day Breakfast, please write them on the form! 

 

Family Holidays 

Having such an amazingly diverse community means that we have families who need to travel back to their 

home country for many various reasons. This is often an amazing opportunity for the children to become     

acquainted with their culture and learn about their origin from their family. If you are heading overseas, can you 

please let the Office know as there is a form that we need to have signed with the dates. Appreciation in      

advance! 

Have a wonderful week,  

Terry 

Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers… 

Mr Gardiner: Ms Mati, do you know why kangaroos really hate rainy days?  

Ms Mati: Ummmmm…no, I don’t know why kangaroos hate rainy days.  

Mr Gardiner: Well, its because on rainy days, their joeys…thats a baby kangaroo…well, they 

have to play inside. Get it? Play inside? And that means they’re in their mum’s pouch?  

Ms Mati: Oh no…that is just AWFUL! I liked it better when you were on Long service 

Leave!!! 

Mr Gardiner: Ha ha!!! It’s good to be back!!! 

May 
Thurs 4th @8.30am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 5th @ 2.40pm 
Assembly  
All welcome! Y5/6 
camp reflection 
Mon 8th  
Soccer Gala Day 
Tues 9th @ 9.15am 
Y3/4 Mass 
Thurs 11th @ 7.45am 
Mother’s Day   
Breakfast in the Hall 
Thurs 11th @ 8.30am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 12th @ 2.40pm 
Assembly 
All welcome! 
Fri 19th  
District X-Country 



Visual Arts  

We have had a very productive start to the year and all students have produced  
fantastic works of art. Our theme throughout the school was “Under the Sea”. 

Please feel free to come into the Art Space any morning from Tuesday to Friday 
before school to take a look around at all the beautiful work on display. I am very 

proud of St Mary’s students and all they have achieved. Mrs Ono  

  
 

 

 

 



2023 Art Leaders- Aliyana, Amylee, 

Ajamour, Martiria, Akwak              

and Shamira 

A big thankyou to my Art Leaders for 
always helping me with displays and 
various other jobs in the Art Space. I 
really appreciate all you do. Mrs Ono  

 

   

  





Big News! 

Parts of our School Uniform are 

changing.   

We will begin phasing in the new 

polo shirts, bomber jackets and 

hats from next term.   

Students can still wear the old   

uniform until they need         

something new, then you can   

purchase from the new range. 

We hope you like the new colours 

and styles! 





May 

6th  Delvin 

8th  Myrah 

9th  Lydia 

11th  Cosimo 

12th  Angel 

School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Fees 

Term 2 Fee Statements 

went home yesterday. 

 

Enrolments 2023 

We are still taking enrolments for 

this year. 

If you have a child turning 5 by 

30th April 2023, they may eligible 

to enrol at St Mary’s school for 

Prep this year.  Please come to 

the office for an enrolment form.  

We are also taking enrolments for 

other year levels. 

 


