
Term 2, Issue 8         Tuesday 30th May 2023 

 

Dear Families 
 
In the last newsletter we forgot to thank Noel D’Costa (Lourdes 
3/4DR) for providing the beautiful Mother’s Day sign at the        
Breakfast.  If you need any lettering done you can contact            
Noel on 0449 966 780. 
 
Reconciliation Commemoration 
Today, I took three of our school Captains, Celecita, Kimaya and 
Mantheshwar, to be a part of the commemoration of Reconciliation. 
First, we took part in a Welcome to Country and a Smoking Ceremony. We were 
then treated to some amazing indigenous Hip Hop performers who engaged the 
whole crowd - not easy to do when you have  everyone from ages 3 to 80 years old 
to connect with. They were amazing and we all joined in the dancing. We then had a 
class with Uncle Trevor who talked us through the different items that his people 
have used over more than 60 millennia, and shared with us his daughter's Possum 
Skin coat, a traditional garment made for children at their birth which is added to as 
they grow older. We then finished with a story about the indigenous animals by 
Aunty Heather and did some pretty amazing art work. The message today was 
about 'being proud, having no shame and being respectful' great advice to          
everyone! It was an amazing experience for us to share and be a part of!  
 
Open day - THIS THURSDAY 
This Thursday we have one of our first open days for the school. This is a great   
opportunity to showcase our school in action. If you know  anyone who is interested 
in joining our community either this year or for 2024 please encourage them to come 
along. We pride ourselves on so many aspects of our school and it is beneficial to 
come while our school is operating normally, with the bustling of staff and             
students. We know that we don't need to remind students to follow our three        
expectations (Be safe, Be your best and Be respectful) while visitors are exploring 
the school, as we focus on this daily anyway! Our other open days are Tuesday 13th 
June and Saturday 20th June (10am-midday) 
 
Uniform and School Photos 
Our school photos are fast approaching and will be taken on Wednesday 7th of 
June. Please ensure if you need any new school uniform before then that you take advantage of the uniform 
shop that is open Thursdays from 8:30am. Just a reminder that for school photo day everyone needs to be on 
time, in full winter uniform and looking neat and presentable. 
 
Bingo Night - Tuesday 13th June 5-6pm 
We are very excited about our next event brought to you by the Fathering project. On Tuesday 13th June we 
are hosting a games night (including bingo) and we invite everyone to attend, especially those special male 
figures in your lives. We will be having special prizes and snacks will be provided so please come along! This 
should be a great night and we always enjoy connecting and having fun with our community in this way. If you 
have attended our teddy bears picnic or our pizza and paper planes night, you know what I am talking about. 
There is something special in the air when we get together and just have fun! It is such a special bonding time 
for you to spend with your family too! If you would like to attend please let the office know so we can start to 
get an idea of numbers. 
 

Mr Gardiner’s Rib Ticklers 
Mr Gardiner: Mrs Grenfell, why do calculators make great friends? 
Mrs Grenfell: Because you can always count on them? 
Mr Gardiner and Mrs Grenfell: Hahahahahahahahahaha!   
Mr Gardiner: No wonder we work so well together! High 5!!! 

JUNE 
Thurs 1st  
Open Day 
Thurs 1st - 8.30 - 10am 
Uniform Shop open 
Fri 2nd 
Division X Country 
Fri 2nd @ 2.40pm 
Assembly 
Tues 6th 
Prep/1 Excursion to 
Botanic Gardens   
Cranbourne 
Tues 6th @9.15am 
Mass - 3/4 Community 
Wed 7th 
School Photos 
Fri 9th 
School Closure Day 
Professional Learning 
Mon 12th 
King’s Birthday        
Holiday 
School Closed  
Tues 13th @9.15am 
Mass - 1/2 Community 
Tues 13th @5pm 
Bingo! 



From the Sports Desk - District Cross Country 

Last week a handful of fantastic students represented St Mary's at the annual 

district Cross Country. Through grit, support and determination, all 25 students 

who attended performed superbly and we had nothing but praise for all of them. 

By the end of the day we had 7 students make it through to division: 

Jada, Celecieta 

Akwak, Estherena 

Sara,  Atheeng & Jordan 

 

Well done to you all! 

Additionally, thank you to Mr White for conducting extra training sessions for all 

those involved. I am hoping for all the best from our champions!!! 



 

 



Literacy News at St Mary’s 

 
This year we have many exciting experiences for the students  

at St Mary’s in Literacy. 
 

Writing is an art, we paint with our words  

 
We have engaged the staff and students in the wonderful world of storytelling to make their writing 
even better!  
The year 2 students visited Scienceworks this term and wrote snapshots of an event using their    
senses. They have been working on the use of descriptive language. Have a read and see how you 
think they are going! 
 

The wheel is beginning to spin quickly as I start the race. 
 I can feel the rubbery wheels turn.  
By Amy  
 

When I was riding the bike the skeleton moved creepily. The hard, strong bars 
were hurting my finger and the pedal was burning my legs. I could feel the pres-
sure in my weary feet. 
By Biong 
 

As I climbed up the mountain I felt prickly rocks tickling me. I saw lots of colorful 
rocks of different shapes. When I took a break, I felt a taste of warm air on my 
face. I heard people cheering loudly.  
By Jasneet  
 

The storm is dark and scary with lightning. The darkness is terrifying. 
By Avitaj  
 
 
 

 
Author presentations  

 
Coming up, on the 13th, 14th and 15th of June, the Year 3-6 students will have the opportunity to 
listen to authors such as Andy Griffiths, Max Cosgrove and Maxine Beneba Clarke as they are 
streamed live on zoom as part of a State Library initiative. The students will have the opportunity to 
ask these authors questions and learn about generating ideas and gathering writing tips.   



St Mary’s School Production! 

We are very excited about our upcoming school production of ‘Madagascar, A Musical Adventure.’ This will 

be held on Thursday 31st August at St John’s Auditorium. We had so many talented students audition for 

the roles and to allow as many students as we can to shine we have 2 casts playing the roles of the major 

characters. All classes will be involved in singing and dancing throughout the musical and we love the        

enthusiasm that has begun already!  

Our major roles are to be played by:  

Marty: Novelle, Sifvan 

Alex: Enrique, Aiden 

Gloria: Angel C, Prathi 

Melman: Ajamour, Hayden 

Congratulations to these talented students!  

 

More details will follow in Term 3 regarding times and 

tickets.  

School Photo Day - Wednesday 7th June 

Do you need a new school uniform? 

The uniform shop is open every Thursday morning 8.30 - 10am 

Have you ordered your photos online? 

Have you checked lost property for a jumper? 







May 
22nd  Prathi 

24th  Maverick 

26th  Victoria 

26th  Achal 

27th  Atoch 

27th  Jovanah 

 

June 
3rd  Kimaya 

4th  Neil 

4th  Nimoona 

5th  Tyson 

6th Joseph 

8th  Shakthithaa 

8th  Martiria 

10th  Sam 

School Contacts  

Principal: Mr Terry Gardiner     

Deputy Principal: Mr Bryan Handasyde 

Family Engagement Leader: Mrs Yvette Silva 

School Secretaries: Ms Michelle Grenfell, Ms Jane Merchant    

School Office Hours: 8.30am - 4.00pm    Phone: 9791-7650  

Email: principal@smdandenong.catholic.edu.au    

Website: www.smdandenong.catholic.edu.au 

 

Parish Contacts  
Parish Priest:  Fr Brendan Lane    Parish Office:  9791 4611   

Fees 

If you would like to pay by 

direct debit please come 

to the office to fill out a 

form. 

Enrolments 2024 

If you have a child turning 5 

by 30th April 2024, they may 

be eligible to enrol at St 

Mary’s school for Prep next  

year.  Please come to the 

office for an enrolment form.   

 

Health Care Card 

Final chance to present your HCC 

to the office to receive a discount 

on your fees. 






